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RE: Mid Kings River Groundwater Sustainability Agency Proposition 218 election

Dear MKRGSA Landowner,

The Kings County Farm Bureau (KCFB) has closely followed the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA) since its inception in 2014. KCFB supports local Groundwater 
Sustainability Agencies (GSA) efforts to bring the Tulare Lake Subbasin (TLSB) into 
compliance with the law. However, KCFB disagrees with the Mid Kings River Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency (MKRGSA) Proposition 218 fee study and encourages landowners to 
vote it down.

GSAs are local government agencies with limited ability to raise funds. One primary 
method of funding any GSA is for that agency to charge a per-acre assessment to landowners. 
Landowners must first approve the assessment by voting on a Proposition 218 election. GSA 
are also allowed to charge service fees. In February of this year, the Mid Kings River GSA 
(MKRGSA) published a Proposition 218 fee study, which included an operations budget for the 
GSA. The fee study proposes up to a $25 per acre assessment and pumping fees of up to $95 per 
acre-foot of pumped groundwater. As described, the assessments and fees would fund a budget 
of over $11 million a year. 

After carefully considering the proposed per-acre assessment and the groundwater pumping 
fees and allocation, KCFB's Board of Directors formally opposed the Proposition 218 election 
during its March meeting. KCFB is aware of the need to fund the MKRGSA to maintain local 
control over SGMA and believes supporting a future Proposition 218 election is essential. 
However, KCFB will only support an effort to fund the MKRGSA after the formation of 
advisory committees, and input from those committees is honestly considered in forming the 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the TLSB.

Considering these factors, the Kings County Farm Bureau encourages all Mid-Kings River 
GSA landowners to vote no on the Proposition 218 ballot mailed to you. Additionally, KCFB 
recommends protesting the groundwater pumping fees. Landowners must submit a formal 
protest to the GSA and include APN numbers for each parcel they own within the MKRGSA 
boundaries. Protest forms must be printed, filled out, and returned by each landowner and can 
be found online at https://www.kcfb.org/sgma-gsa. 

Ballots and protest forms must be received before the MKRGSA public hearing on April 23, 
2024, at 1:00 p.m. They can be mailed or hand-delivered to the Kings County Water District at 
200 Campus Drive, Hanford, CA 93230, or hand-delivered at the public hearing on April 23, 
2024, at the Koinonia Church, 12536 Hanford Armona Rd. Hanford, CA 93230. 

If you need help completing your form or delivering it to the MKRGSA, don't hesitate to get in 
touch with KCFB by phone at (559)584-3557 or email at kcfb@kcfb.org, and we will assist you.

Sincerely,
 

Dusty Ference
Executive Director
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Frank Zonneveld

Greater Kaweah GSA
Date: Second Monday
Time: 1:00pm
Location: 2975 N. Farmersville Blvd. 
Farmersville, CA

El Rico GSA
Date: Second Tuesday
Time: 1:00pm
Location: 1001 Chase Ave. 
Corcoran CA

Mid Kings GSA
Date: Second Tuesday
Time: 1:00pm
Location: 200 North Campus Dr. 
Hanford, CA

Southfork Kings GSA
Date: Third Thursday 
Time: 5:30pm
Location: 429 C St. 
Lemoore, CA 

Tri-County Water Authority
Date: First Thursday
Time: 1:00pm
Location: 944 Whitley Ave.
Corcoran, CA

Southwest Kings GSA
https://www.swkgsa.org/

GSA MONTHLY BOARD MEETING CALENDAR

On March 26, 2024, the Mid-Kings River GSA (MKRGSA) adopted a pumping cap 
policy. The policy was first presented at the GSA's February meeting and passed with 
three directors in favor and no opposition. The board accepted a modification to the 
policy not previously published.
The MKRGSA website has a draft version of the policy, which will go into effect on 

April 1, 2024. In summary, pumpers are limited to half an acre-foot per acre from the A 
zone aquifer, three acre-feet per acre from the B zone aquifer, or two acre-feet per acre 
from the C zone aquifer. Those amounts are not combinable, and if a grower intends to 
pump from multiple aquifer zones, their total pumping allocation will be less than three 
acre-feet per acre. 
The MKRGSA board of directors authorized the GSA manager to approve a pumping 

cap variance for growers that pump solely from the A zone aquifer. Theoretically, a grower could justify pumping 
more than half an acre-foot per acre if they do not currently own wells deeper than the A zone aquifer. The board 
did not discuss or offer any additional parameters or guidelines.
This meeting drew a crowd like never before at a MKRGSA board meeting. Many public members criticized the 

MKRGSA for not forming stakeholder advisory committees. One grower even read from the MKRGSA's Joint 
Powers Agreement (JPA), which stipulated that the board should have formed advisory committees within 120 days 
of the organization's formation.
Steven Dias resigned from the Kings County Water District (KCWD) Board of Directors and the MKRGSA early 

in March. The GSA's attorney, Ray Carlson, described how a new director will fill the newly created vacancy on the 
board. According to the authorities JPA, the Kings County Water District fills three seats on the MKRGSA board of 
directors. During the next regularly scheduled meeting of the KCWD, the board will receive Mr. Dias' resignation 
formally and can choose to accept applications for his replacement. At the next regular meeting of the KCWD, the 
board may decide to appoint a new director from the list of qualified applicants.
KCFB will continue to engage with all the GSAs in the Tulare Lake Subbasin. Local agencies must maintain control 

of SGMA, and GSAs must succeed. For both of these things to happen, agriculture must create solutions for the 
subbasin to comply with SGMA.

By Dusty Ference, Executive Director

Dusty Ference

Executive Director Report
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Why was the Easter Bunny hired for the job?
He had the most Eggs-perience! 

On Thursday, March 14th, KCFB and the Kings 
County Office of Education put on our annual 
agriculture education field day, “Farm Day,” at the Kings 
Fairgrounds. Welcoming nearly 2,000 Kings County 
third graders from 32 schools for a day of exposure to 
our industry through 52 presentations. From apiarists, 
water dowsers, brand inspectors, and environmentalists 
to 4H animal projects and farm equipment, we are 
grateful for the willingness of the community to 
participate in this event. We also had over 80 volunteers 

from the community to assist in helping the day function. We would like to 
thank all the presenters, volunteers, donors, and sponsors of Farm Day 2024. 
New to Farm Day this year was a presenting sponsor, Burris Park Outdoor 
Education, and Food and Beverage Sponsors, Golden State Farm Credit and 
AgWest Farm Credit. A huge thank you to our sponsors! 
Right around the corner on Wednesday, April 10th, is our 2024 Member 

Appreciation Night at the Rawhide baseball stadium in Visalia. Contact KCFB 
to claim your FREE TICKETS for you and your family! 
This month is exciting for Farm Life as it is the first month of expansion from 

a 12-page newspaper to a 16-page newspaper. With valuable content growing 
for our members, we are eager to fill the new space with Ag industry news, 
SGMA updates, water policy, GSA news and the occasion dad joke. We have 
brought on a few new advertisers in the paper this year, Schuil Ag Reality and 
Kaweah Pump. 

Outreach efforts have made great 
achievements in 2024
By Breanna Larman 

Breanna Larman

Thursday May 30th 
West Hills Lemoore, Room 253

9-10am 
Trade Show, Coffee and Pastries 
10-12pm   
Discussion 

Event panel speakers: 
Tulare Sub-Basin GSA Directors Deanna 
Jackson, Dennis Mills, and Jeof Wyrick 
 
THIS EVENT IS FREE TO THE PUBLIC!

KCFB WATER FORUM
SGMA IN THE TULARE LAKE BASIN
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AG NEWS 
IN BRIEF

letter to the Environmental Protection 
Agency in support for San Joaquin 
Valley Air Pollution Control District's 
Climate Pollution Reduction Grants 
Program which would be a grant for 
$150 million, a large position would go 
to agriculture.
On March 21, the Environmental Pro-

tection Agency (EPA) issued their final 
"Clean Cars" rule, which will ultimately 
require auto manufacturers to shift 
towards larger degrees of electric and 
plug-in hybrid car production in the 
coming years. While the rule is some-
what relaxed from its original proposal, 
significant changes will be required for 
most automakers. The Biden Adminis-
tration has aimed to reduce the coun-
try's greenhouse gas pollution by at least 
50% by 2030, and this rule is a major 
part of his plans to meet that goal. If the 
rule goes into effect, automakers will be 
required to comply with new standards 
beginning with production year 2027 
models.
The rule has already faced significant 

criticism from Republican counterparts, 
who argue that it would effectively lead 
to the ban of cars relying on traditional 
fuels. Even organized labor groups for 
the auto industry have been critical of 
this shift. EV sales have slowed as of 
late, with many citing costs and inad-
equate charging infrastructure as key 
reasons for this decline. This rule does 
permit more "conventionally powered" 
vehicles to be permissible, but it would 
require significant improvements to the 
efficiency of such engines. There are 
serious questions though as to whether 
the ongoing expansion of charging sta-
tions can adequately meet the demands 
of both federal and state governments–
which is only one hurdle out of several 
for the practically of making such a 
drastic shift over the next decade.
Sites Reservoir Awarded Additional 

$205 Million in Federal Funding - Con-
gress recently approved the Bureau of 
Reclamation's recommendation to al-
locate $205.6 million in federal funding 
from the Water Infrastructure Improve-
ments for the Nation Act (WIIN Act) 
to the Sites Reservoir Project (Project). 
This funding marks the largest single 
WIIN Act award for a storage project 
in history. Sites Reservoir is designed 
to enhance water supply throughout 
California while providing environ-
mental benefits by storing water to 
support native wildlife and habitat 
during droughts. The Project will add 
1.5 million acre-feet of storage capacity, 
significantly improving the state's water 

flexibility and resiliency in drier years.
Last summer, the project received $30 

million in funding from Reclamation 
through the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act. With this recent $205.6 
million allocation from the WIIN Act, 
Sites Reservoir has secured a total of 
$439.3 million in federal contributions 
to date. This funding covers the esti-
mated capital cost for Reclamation's 9% 
participation and sets the groundwork 
for achieving the 16% participation 
goal as more space becomes available in 
the reservoir and additional funds are 
appropriated.

RESEARCHERS STUDY WHETH-
ER AGAVE CAN BE STATE'S NEXT 
DROUGHT-TOLERANT CROP
Researchers at the University of Cali-

fornia, Davis, are studying agave plants 
as a potential drought-tolerant option 
for California farmers. The research 
is centered on agave genetics, virus 
susceptibility, pest control, soil manage-
ment and crop productivity. UC Davis 
began investigating the crop after farm 
owners Stuart and Lisa Woolf estab-
lished a research fund to determine if 
agave is viable for agriculture in Califor-
nia. Agave, used to produce tequila and 
mezcal in Mexico, can be distilled into 
spirits, used as a fiber or converted into 
a sweetener.
Model Workplace Violence Prevention 

Plan and Fact Sheet Issued by CAL/
OSHA - On Sept. 30, Gov. Gavin New-
son signed into law Senate Bill 553. It 
added to the California Labor Code sec-
tion 6401.9, which requires every cov-
ered employer to establish, implement, 
and maintain an effective workplace 
violence prevention plan ("WVPP"). 
The law takes effect on July 1, 2024.
 Coverage exemptions include (1) an 

employee teleworking from a location 
chosen by the employee that is not 
under the employer's control and (2) a 
place of employment not accessible to 
the public where never more than nine 
employees work and that complies with 
Cal/OSHA injury and illness prevention 
program provisions.
 Cal/OSHA, which will enforce the 

new requirement, recently issued a 
Model WVPP for General Industry 
(Non-Health Care Settings) and a 
related Fact Sheet. The Model WVPP is 
designed to assist employers in draft-
ing their own WVPP. An employer 
may–but need not–use this model as a 
template for its own WVPP. The model 
will require substantial customization to 
fit an employer's workplace.

In an effort to give additional farmers 
and ranchers an opportunity to apply 
for historic Inflation Reduction Act 
funding, the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) in Cali-
fornia has extended the popular NRCS 
Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP) until April 26, 2024.
"This additional month is intended to 

give even more farmers and ranchers 
in California an opportunity to ap-
ply for nearly $20 million in available 
funding for CSP this Fiscal Year," said 
NRCS California State Conservationist 
Carlos Suarez. "CSP helps producers 
address their unique resource concerns 
and supports them to achieve their 
stewardship goals through this popular 
program.”
CSP provides producers payments 

for actively managing, maintaining, 
and expanding conservation activities 
integrated within their agricultural op-
erations. CSP enhancements like cover 

crops, ecologically-based pest manage-
ment, and buffer strips help producers 
improve soil health while protecting 
water quality. Other CSP activities help 
sustain and increase pollinator and 
beneficial insect habitat in harmony 
with agriculture production on their 
land.
SB 1003 authored by Senator Bill 

Dodd (D Napa) passed Senate Energy, 
Utilities and Communication unan-
imously (17-0) and is now headed to 
Senate Appropriations. SB 1003 would 
direct the Office of Electrical Infra-
structure Safety (OEIS) to consider the 
timeliness of infrastructure upgrades 
to ensure that the maximum amount 
of risk from utility sparked wildfires 
is reduced in the shortest amount of 
time. California Farm Bureau provid-
ed a letter of support for the bill and 
has routinely advocated for greater 
transparency and consideration of the 
electric rate affordability crisis when 
determining which mitigation mea-
sures are appropriate.

DAIRY PRODUCERS CAN 
ENROLL FOR 2024 DAIRY 
MARGIN COVERAGE 
California Farm Bureau sent a 
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WELLUP 

OBJECTIVE
Provide pump efficiency testing for farmers.

SERVICE AREA
Portions of Kings, Tulare, and Fresno Counties

SERVICE OFFERED
PUMP TEST 
(Other services MAY be suggested based on 
pump test results)

NUMBER OF PUMP TESTS 
AVAILABLE:
1<100 acres: up to 6 tests
101<250 acres: up to 6 tests
251<500 acres: up to 4 tests
501+: up to 2 tests

*Members of the Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers 
(SDFR) Community are encouraged to apply. SDFR growers may 
qualify for additional pump tests and services. Pump tests are 
provided for irrigation wells only. 

Provide technical support to evaluate 
a farm’s water supply health and plan 
for impacts of drought and other water 
shortages.

(Well Evaluation Lab- Learning, 
Understanding, Planning)

APPLICATION TIMELINE
First two weeks of each 
month beginning March 2024

APPLY ONLINE:
ekrcd.org

APPLY IN-PERSON:
870 Greenfield Ave., 
Hanford, CA 93220

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
info@ekrcd.org
ekrcd.org
559-309-3040
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A Fruit Fly Find. Now What?
Contributed by Lynda SchrumpfAg 

Commissioner’s 
Compliance 
Report

Jimmy Hook, 
Agricultural 
Commissioner/Sealer

California's thriving agriculture 
industry has long been the backbone of 
the state's economy. However, it faces 
an ongoing battle against invasive pests 
that threaten to compromise both crop 
yields and food security.  The California 
Department of Food and Agriculture 
(CDFA) and the County Agricultural 
Commissioners are contending with an 
exceptionally busy season of invasive 
fruit fly detections. 
California agriculture officials believe 

the increased detections are likely 
due to a return to normal activities, 
particularly, travel following the 
pandemic and the emergence of new 
commerce and smuggling pathways in recent years, 
including e-commerce.
Once a detection occurs anywhere in the state, 

based on the survey data, pest biology, information 
from the (CDFA) Bactrocera Science Advisory Panel, 
recommendations provided by the CDFA Primary 
State Entomologist, and the CDFA “Action Plan for 
Cuelure Attracted Fruit Flies”, CDFA decides if there is 
an infestation in the area.   If CDFA determines there 
is an infestation, the infestation must next present a 
significant, clear, and imminent threat to the natural 
environment, agriculture, and economy of California 
and unless emergency action is taken, there is high 
potential for sudden future detections.
The Secretary of Agriculture can invoke Public 

Resources Code Section 21080(b)(4) to carry out 
immediate emergency action to prevent the loss and 
damage to California’s resources.  A response plan 
to contain and eradicate the infestation cannot be 
implemented until proclamation of an emergency is 
published in the local newspaper.  The proclamation 
will include a map of the treatment areas.  Residents 
of properties affected by foliar bait or fruit removal 
treatments shall be notified in writing at least 48 hours 
in advance of any treatment in accordance with the 
Food and Agricultural Code, Section 5771-5779 and 
5421-5436. Following foliar bait treatment, completion 
notices are left with residents detailing precautions to 
take and post-harvest intervals applicable to any fruit 
and vegetables on the property.
Because fruit flies can spread rapidly due to their 

ability to have very rapid generations, the response 
plan is implemented very quickly.  Within the first 
24 hours a core deployment of pest detection traps 
are placed within one square mile around each site 
where flies were found.   Agricultural Commissioner 
inspectors are often involved in working cooperatively 
with CDFA to deploy and service these traps.  
Within the first 72 hours the second, third and fourth 

buffers are established, and the appropriate number of 
traps are deployed in each of those designated buffer 
areas, all radiating out from the core buffer of 1 square 
mile around each fly find.  Resulting in a total trapping 
area of 81 square miles. 
As an example, for Oriental Fruit Fly, the trap density 

for the core calls for two types of fruit fly traps, 

Oriental fruit fly

twenty-five McPhail and twenty-five Oriental 
Fruit Fly traps. Five traps per square mile outside 
of the core.  This results in a total of 450 traps 
in the 81 square mile delimitation area.  Traps 
in the core and the first buffer are checked by 
inspectors every day for the first week.  The outer 
buffers must be checked within one week of their 
deployment.  If no additional fruit flies are found, 
all traps go to a weekly servicing after the first 
week.
Life cycle projections are used to determine 

treatment and quarantine triggers as well as how 
long the delimitation traps remain in the field. 
If these fruit fly infestations were not addressed 

it is like the following damage would occur: 
exotic fruit flies are internal feeders of fruit, and 
their presence therefore makes the fruit unfit 
for consumption, a loss of marketability and 
ability to ship food to other states and nations, 
the  permanent establishment and spread of this 
pest would result in increased production and 
postharvest costs to safeguard commercial fruit 
from infestation, increased pesticide applications 
on both production agriculture and residential 
properties to mitigate damage, and lost economic 
activity and jobs from trade restrictions imposed 
by the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and foreign trade partners. 
If you have questions about exotic fruit fly 

detections or would like more information, please 
feel free to contact, Lynda Schrumpf, Kings 
County Department of Agriculture, agstaff@
co.kings.ca.us  (559) 852-2830.
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Covering the Valley, 
Ventura to Sacramento

Lic. Class A, C-57, C-42, C-10, D-21 General Engineering Contractor #826935

General Engineering Contractor

AGRICULTURE • INDUSTRIAL • MUNICIPALITIES

Development & Rehabilitation Services
Construction Services  •  Machine Shop Services

Electrical Services  •  Pump Services

559.747.0755
kaweahpump.com

Less than 22% of all registered voters in Kings County took the time to 
participate in the March 5th elections, and about 90% of that voting was done 
through the mail. The results of the elections include four races that now head to 
November runoffs to be considered by area voters.

State Assembly District 33
Alexandra Macedo received the most votes (39.42%) among the five candidates 

for the 33rd Assembly District. The runner-up was Xavier Avila with 26.77%. 
The two will have a runoff in the November elections.
Macedo, who is the fourth generation to be part of her family’s livestock 

market, Tulare Sales Yard, supports “building what we need to be sure we have 
the water we need,” pledging to respond with a “yes” to solutions for local water 
problems.
“Yes, to more storage, yes to more ways of moving water around, yes to safe 

drinking water, and yes to sustainable water management practices,” she stated. 
“Our valley needs to secure a plentiful water supply to keep our farms and 
dairies working, providing the kind of good-paying jobs that let people live a 
middle-class life.”
Meanwhile, Avila is a fourth-generation Portuguese-American farmer.
“From starting on my family’s farm at 12 years old, to owning my own dairy 

in 1992, to working with dairymen and farmers across the valley, I’ve lived a 
life of Central Valley values,” he said. “I served on the Land O’Lakes Corporate 
Board for nearly a decade where I focused on farm policy, working with various 
organizations such as DairyCares and Ag Council of California.” 

U.S. Representative Congress District 22
Republican David Valadao, who currently represents California’s 21st District 

(before redistricting) was the top vote-getter in Kings County with more than 
36% of the vote. His opponent in the November election will be Democrat Rudy 

Salas, who placed third in county voting with 24.43%, behind Republican Chris 
Mathys who placed second with 24.81%. However, the total results in the district 
showed Valadao with 32.7% of the vote to Salas’ 31.3% , and Mathys in third 
with 22%.
As a result, Valadao and Salas will have a runoff in November.
Valadao pledges to, “continue working to promote legislation to strengthen 

agricultural programs, increase job opportunities, lower food cost, and ensure 
our farmers have the essential security needed to protect their businesses and 
provide food for the nation. 
“As a dairy farmer, I understand the unique and challenging obstacles the 

agriculture industry faces,” he said. “Burdensome regulations, environmental 
conditions, and federal agriculture programs are just a few of the issues that have 
serious impacts on the agriculture industry in California and across the nation.”
Salas, who served five terms in the California State Assembly, was born and 

March Elections Produce Runoffs
By Steve Pastis

"Elections" continued on page 14
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Billingsley Tire Inc.	 	
CalWest Rain
Camara Realty, Inc. 
Garton Tractor
Granger Water Specialties

Danell Custom Harvesting		
Griswold, LaSalle, Cobb, Dowd & Gin LLP	
Hansen Industries
Innovative Ag Services, LLC 
J.G. Boswell Company Inc.		

Kahn, Soares & Conway LLP		
Meras Water Solutions
Morgan & Slates Manufacturing & Supplies	
OFI	
Pacific Ag Insurance		

Rain for Rent		
Schuil Ag Real Estate
Southern California Edison
S&W Seed Company		
Trinkle Ag Flying

FRIENDS of  FARM BUREAU

Platinum

Gold

Silver

Bronze

All Valley Printing 
Athena Financial Group 
Bacome James G. Parker 
Insurance Associates
Dias Law Firm Inc.

DIAMOND

GAR Bennett
Golden State Farm Credit
J.C. Lansdowne Inc. 
Leopolodo’s Farm Service Inc.
M. Green & Company LLP

Mackey & Mackey 
Insurance Agency 
Stone Land Co.	
The Wonderful Company 
Verdegaal Brothers

JP Honey Farms
Keller Motors	
Kings Dairy Supply Inc.	
Laguna Irrigation District	
Needham Ag Services

Pearson Realty Inc.	
Sullivan Farming 
Torrent Resources 
Tulare Lake Compost	
Valley Ag Spraying

Valley Strong Credit Union
Weinberger, Fukuda, and 
Associates Agricultural 
Consulting, Inc.
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The Kings County Sheriff 's Office Rural Crime Task Force is currently conducting several investigations. 
March:
The Kings County Rural Crimes Task Force (KCRCTF) is currently investigating a case at the Hanford Post Office at 

517 N Irwin Street.The KCRCTF warns the community, DO NOT use the Hanford Post Office to mail checks until this 
case has been solved. If you have any questions or think you have had a check stolen and cashed, please contact Deputy 
Fausnett directly.  

Throughout the month of March, the KCRCTF has continued to stay busy investigating 
diesel theft, copper wire and theft of heavy equipment.  There has also been a recent rise of 
beehive thefts throughout the county. We have continuously worked on these cases and are 
investigating similar trends by working alongside Tulare County Sheriff ’s Office. 
This past month, we have seen a significant rise in copper wire and telephone wire theft near the southern 

end of the county. These types of cases are difficult to investigate because the theft is being done in the middle of 
the night and they are typically discovered by a worker with no suspect information. However, our unit has been 
writing geofence warrants, setting up game cameras and following up with recycling centers to identify suspects and 

bring them into custody. 
The Kings County District Attorney assigned DA Investigator Ward to the Rural Crimes 

Prevention Task Force to assist the unit with investigations.	
As always it is imperative that if anyone knows of or hears of any buying or selling obviously 

stolen equipment, to call the Sheriff ’s Office.  We continue to investigate all Ag related thefts and 
encourage members to call and report all Ag related crimes. If we do not receive calls from our 
members and community, we may not be aware of certain crimes occurring in your area.

Contributed by Detective Dakotah Fausnett

Kings County Rural Crime Report

Detective Fausnett : (559) 639-8704
Detective Thomas: (559) 530-1701
Detective Holt: (559) 362-8928
Detective Coghlan: (559) 362-3078
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PHOTO RECAP FarmDay2024

FarmDay

KINGS 
COUNTY 



APRIL 2024  |  KINGS COUNTY FARM BUREAU 13

Thank you

INDUSTRY PRESENTERS
4H DogTraining 

Azevedo Hay 
Big L Blueberry Ranch

Blair Air
Burris Park Outdoor Education 

CalBio Energy 
California State Brand Inspector 

Community Service and Employment 
Training (CSET)

Corcoran Middle School FFA 
Danell Custom Harvestors

Del Monte Foods 
Drigoto Flat Iron Construction 

Garton Tractor 
JG Boswell 

Jim Gregory 
Jr Fair Board 

Kings County 4H
Kings County Ag Commisioner 

Kings County Rural Ag
Laura Vander Stay 
Lawrence Tractor 

Leprino Foods 

Lohse Apiaries 
Master Gardeners Tulare/Kings Counties 

Mello Chopping 
Northern California Dowers 

OFI
PG&E

Rosa Brothers 
Sequioa and Kings County Parks 

Department
West Hills College 

Westlands Water District
Zenith Insurance Company 

Zonneveld Hay

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ANIMAL PRESENTERS!

SUPPLIES DONORS
Dutch Brothers 
Sanchez Feed
Foster Farms 
Todd Fukuda 
Superior Soil 

The Zonneveld Family

Presenting Sponsor Food & Beverage Sponsors
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raised in the Central Valley. He worked as a farm laborer with his father, 
before moving on to graduate from UCLA and becoming the first Latino 
member of the Bakersfield City Council. In his final term in the California 
Assembly, he secured $50 million of dedicated investments for Central Valley 
projects, including a clean water infrastructure, expansion of local nursing 
programs and the construction of an emergency response center

U.S. Representative Congress District 20
County voters had a different preference in the 20th District than voters 

in other parts of the district. Thirty-four percent of them preferred Tulare 
County Sheriff Mike Boudreaux to California Assemblyman Vince Fong, who 
received 25.5% of the votes in the county – but the highest number of votes in 
the district.
As the top two vote-getters in the district, the candidates now head to a 

November runoff, despite both being Republican Party candidates.
“California is a state defined by its crises,” tweeted Fong. “One of them is the 

worsening drought and the lack of a stable water supply. Water is critical for 
our homes, businesses, and for food production for our state and nation. We 
must build needed water storage and conveyance projects.
“California’s water policies need to change to allow more water to be 

available for our communities and more infrastructure to be built so more 
water can be stored,” he added. “These improvements are critically important 
to the well-being of our state.”
“Over the course of the last 30 years, Washington, Sacramento, and radical 

environmentalist allies have repeatedly developed policies to worsen droughts 
afflicting the San Joaquin Valley and short-change our community during 
heavy storms by letting water flush out into the ocean rather than capturing it 
for use by our farms and communities,” said Boudreaux. 
“I support reducing barriers to the construction of additional dams 

and reservoirs, increasing investment in water capture technologies,” 
he continued. “I also support renewing the key provisions of the Water 
Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act of 2016 to ensure 
that federal water managers are using the most cutting-edge science to guide 
decisions of when to pump water south of the Delta to our valley.”

Kings County Supervisors District 5
By a very small margin, Robert Thayer, with 29.98% of the vote, was the 

top vote-getter for the 5th District seat. Adam Medeiros placed second with 
29.84% of the vote. The difference between the two candidates was six votes.
The competition now moves to a November runoff.
Thayer, who is nearing retirement as the undersheriff for the Kings County 

Sheriff ’s Office, stated that he is fully committed to agriculture.
“I will be a fierce supporter of our agricultural community, our farmers, our 

field workers, and every single source and entity that provides food, milk, 
cotton, and every other product our county provides to the world,” he said. 
Medeiros championed issues important to local farmers during his recent 

campaign for the U.S. Congress.
“The increasing need for dams and reservoirs has never been higher,” he 

stated. “Our current water infrastructure has not been updated in over 60 
years. Federal and state governments must come together to develop more 
water storage so we can save our valley farming industry in California. In 
addition to creating more water storage, we need to reduce the amount lost to 
the ocean. Transferring water is currently the largest use of electricity in the 
state of California.
“Maintaining available water is about more than creating tax revenue, it is 

about food for people to eat,” he added. “By approving more water (dam) 
storage, we give our faithful farmers a reason to stay and maintain revenue, 
jobs, and above all else, real food.”

County Supervisor District 2
Incumbent Kings County Supervisor Richard Valle ran unopposed and 

received 100% of the votes cast. However, 350 voters in the 2nd District 
declined to cast a vote in this race.

"Elections" continued from page 8
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